
 

Announcing selection of Core Group of the Global Drug-resistant TB Initiative 

Following the launch of the "Call for applications" for membership of the Core Group (CG) of the 
Global Drug-resistant TB Initiative (GDI) in early December 2013, 87 applications were received prior 
to the submission deadline of 31 January 2014. As per the agreed GDI Operating Procedures, a small 
Selection Committee (nominated in Paris at the MDR-TB Stakeholders Meeting), comprised of Aamir 
Khan (Chair of ex-MDR-TB WG), Lucy Chesire (representing Civil society), Lee Reichman (nominated 
representative of the 6 regional Green Light Committee Chairs) and Karin Weyer (representing WHO 
and the GDI Secretariat), screened all the applications using a structured process aimed at achieving 
a broad, constituency-based Core Group balance by region, gender, and skills base. The GDI 
secretariat is pleased to announce the selection of the following persons as members of GDI's Core 
Group:  

 Constituency represented Organisation/ 
Affiliation 

Dalene von Delft Civil society, patients and affected communities TB Proof 
Gini Williams National/international/scientific/professional 

medical associations and nursing associations 
International Council of 
Nurses 

Saira Khowaja Private for profit sector   
Interactive Research 
and Development 

Kuldeep Singh 
Sachdeva 

National TB programmes of high DR−TB burden 
countries 

NTP, India 

Agnes Gebhard Non−governmental sector partners KNCV 
Chen−Yuan Chiang Technical agencies and implementation partners 

assisting NTPs of high burden DR−TB countries 
The Union 

KJ Seung Technical agencies and implementation partners 
assisting NTPs of high burden DR−TB countries 

Partners In Health 

Daniela Cirillo Technical agencies and implementation partners 
assisting NTPs of high burden DR−TB countries 

St Rafaele Hospital, 
Italy 

Charles Daley Academic institutions, institutions of high 
scientific and technical standing having attained 
international recognition in the area of DR−TB 
management 

National Jewish Health, 
USA 

Amy Bloom Donor/ funding agencies USAID  
Regional Green Light Committee (rGLC) Chairs  

Hind Satti  rGLC – AFR  
Raimond Armengol  rGLC – AMR  
Essam Elmoghazy  rGLC –EMR 
Andrey Olegorich Maryandyshev  rGLC – EUR 
Rohit Sarin  rGLC – SEAR 
Lee B Reichman  rGLC – WPR 
 

The Chair of the Global Laboratory Initiative and a representative from the Global TB Drug Facility 
will be invited to the CG meetings as standing observers. Other observers may be invited depending 
on the specific topics to be addressed. 



The CG members are being proposed on a constituency basis, with as optimal a representation of all 
constituencies, geography and gender as possible. When any individual member leaves the CG, that 
position will become vacant, and the CG will decide on the process of filling the vacancy as per the 
GDI Operating Procedures.  

 The date of the first meeting of the GDI CG is being sought from the CG members (provisionally 
scheduled for end April/early May 2014 to coincide with the GLI and Xpert Implementers meetings). 

Once again the GDI secretariat would like to thank all applicants for their interest in serving as 
members of the CG, and look forward to collaborating with all through the broad platform of the GDI. 


